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Griffin Flood Laformant« F: 


ett 


Whoſe cunning courſes, churliſh manners, and | 
| 


troubleſome Informations,moleſted a number of 
plaine dealing people in this City of London, 


Wherein is alſo declared the murther of John (Tipperford Vintner, | 
for which fa& rhe ſaid Griff Flood was preiled to death | 
the 18. day of /en»ary laſt pait, | 
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Printed for 7. 7 .and are to be ſold at the figne ofthe Bible | 
withour New-gate, 16 2.3. 
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J The Life and Death of Gri Griffin 
yl is-2nity Flood Informer. ay _ Jong 
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Of the bed Conbrions Pale (peaches, and Fenris 
ef Griffin Flood, 'an4 vow dar ff to be an 
Se ett ODETT 


=" 6 wW * to wake aedander 
di/1-deſcription of this Griffin Flpo 
aff | Hewas afcllow of meancbicch, 
> || rude bringing vp, ill inftruedin 
| eyther- learning or good. man- 
=.j ners, harſh in ſpeach, and chur- 
liſh in condicion; full of quarrels, ſtubborne and 
mruly, andinbricfe, ofa maſidebauchcd congi- 
tion;asbyrhe ſequelimay appeares;; | »1// - 
Buromieting theſe, and to come to particulars: 
he was in his yonger: dayes bound Premiſe with a 
 Curticr-orDreeffer of leather; in which HOegh his 
ſcruicc he'picked fuch-quarrelsameng- his fellow 
ſeru Trey ar withluch cunning,as 
they being outr.awed with his ſhamelelle; lying, 
were:forced roſubmirto whatſocucr he pleaded a- 
gainſt them, in fo much that ſometimes they were 
fainets buy cheir peace with their purſes. HAnduhus 
by his cunning informatiens, of fathogds-29-his 
Maſter and Miſtris,ini whith he commonly.prcugi- 
(rd, helearged to (xeadthe! © #rQu- 


bleſome 
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became a great 

es 
ellidg neerc him, where if he found” any that he 
| knew,cither in Tauecrne, Alchonſe;Bowling- alley, 
or Play-houſe, or elſe going abroad in Seruice 
rune,when they ſhould have beenc at the Church 


_ . tothe ſervice of God with their maſters,he would 
be ſurets pick ſome feeling of money from them, ||. 


ormake itknowne tothe diſpleaſure of their pa- 
rerits or maſters; all which theſe poore' ſcruants 
and apprentiſes would doe before theirnames and 
eredits ſhould come in- queſtion. {14-4 


of the manner of his informations again} Zapfters|- 
Hoſtlers, Chamberlaines, and ſuch like.” : 


| A Frer this, entring: further -into- this: kind of 
L life, and perceiving fome {mall gaine tracome 
thereby, he began to haunt Alchouſcs, inncs,Ho- 
ſeries, Cellars, andſuch like, where if hee found 
eitherforraine Tapſter, Hoſtler, Chamberlaine, 
or any other" party that'was no free-mari of this 
City ; ro him would he priuately. come, and thus 
make his gloſe ; My friend (quothhe) you being 
no freeman;but liue here by Crocs ynder your 
'maſter, I vnderſtand thar there be certaine Infor- 
as _ 3 dr wr to: trouble ;and 
ue you ion, and bring you in queſtion for 
the wnonging of he cuflomes of © where- 
ini man-myſt make his liuing by wapotioniing, 
210; i 3 7 bur | 
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Griffin Flood Informet; 

;ſetucd-ſeuen yeares; an wo 
tiſe, arathh made'free-man by- afoglon.ee pur 
chaſc;now if youwill (quoth F ) prevent this 
trouble and be wy<clianc; I will fora: ſmall marcer 
defend you from he-ſame; and:dlemeyou.from 
all Informers whatſdeuer, for 1;am.an enemy-ro 
all ſuch knaues whoſe purpoſc.is to wrong. ſuch 
honeſt meaning men as you are, for my conſci- 
encedrawcs metoir,and [will proue honeſt there- 


| in.Thepoore country fellow being thus honied 
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and loath ro-leane his maſters ſcruice, hath #/ood 
downe itito the cellar, makes him drinke, lends 
him money, and becomes ſo pliable to his condi- 
tions, that he is led vpanddowane-as-with a twine 
—_ / an a _ otbis meanes fals into this F/oods 
; but no longer peny, no longer pater no ” 

the fellow growes weary, andis not ab 
feed Floods deſires, bur leaues him of, and fab. 
mits himſelfe to: the: rriall of his: aRion, where 
Fleedasacunning Lacke on beth ſides, followes 
hiniſdcloſe, ther: that after-much money ſpent, hee is 
wry to-forſakehis ſeruicezand to leauethe City, 
andthemaſter. of the ſametortaigners.i is ;hkewiſe 


brought to0 kr to: "vs: rid of this ny 
Informer... 


Anotherms T; ifermatin that Flood ſed ainſt 


Florida comes to another fellow or 
. no frce-man,where akterthe like conference as 
4 beſoreybergkes ypon bis ich tho mans condone 
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- who kept in her houſe good 1 
_ dier for entertainment bf fra 


enced for brin o bin in queſtion; ts 
Mikey order Sh cannot. rem, ara Te 
caſe int hand.” And thus F/od' ro his:great: be: 
riefit, deale with many poore peopleity Lonidon,: 
(36403 1097571 Tit 
How he treabled' an hone Ale-mife' wat farre from 
EE i and how finth fhe requized lrinwe. © 
2{c 1514 OS! 3 OS ; VS INH £63] Tot 
Here was bonelfAlewiſcyuhwlecame and 
\dwelling F omir;nor-farre mCripp 
well been Ae reputed of among/her nei {94.o 
andotdealy 
dwayfaing 
men: Amongſtothers that Ai ned to inchen 
there was a forraigne Tailor, very pooreman, 
who ran tore onthe ſeores for lodging Rs 
thenhew#s'ableropay, feos avec 
herdebrhe defited towork our chefame;cicheria 
making new apparell;or mendingofold ! where- 
upon this Alewife put an old peticoat.of hers 0 
mend, which got the poore man bur ſixe-pence. 
Which matrerchis Floodh wotice ofy warned 
both her and her husban&-ints the*Courrfor:fet- 
bs Hex forraigner on worke : where, doe what 
he orſhe coukl;it eoſt them ye; he -a97s. 
AERFEkitie hdine withes 
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 Tnſtily laid it vpon Floods pate, an 
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he madenolixeb hpongſihs Companions, 
bur it fe ont afttr 2erffaine timefthis ld 
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againe to the faid Afewifes hoiiſe;thidſing to'find 


_ out another like Prize, where cafting\his knayith 
Ko Ib ents downe, HEE, Ted the ggod wi yh 


'downe into the Cellar with ablacke Potor:tws, 
(meaſures contrary to the Ciries cuſtome ) after 
followes Flcod, andrhinking to. attach them, the 
wormn having a ready wit, and now thinking to 
b- reueng'd, caught vp a Pewter Ye Pot, and 

moſt grieuou- 
ſly broke both his head and face,and withall cryed 
out witha loud voyce, Ohhelp, murther,murrher, 
the noyſebeing heard not only vp tnro the houſe 
but abroad inzo the ſtreets, cauſed many pcople 
come running in, and inquiring the marter, ſhee 
with fained teares cryed our hee would haue ra- 
wiſhr her and forſt heragzinſt her will,and thar ſhe 
rodefend her ſelfe had with a Pewter pot broake 
his face, wherevpon all the heholders knowing 
Flood to rea very knatic, and beleceuing the wo. 
man by her reares to rel true, called for a Conſty- 
ble, who carried both F/oodand the Alewife before 
a luſtice, where ſh: ſtanding ſtiffely in her accuſ4- 
tion, he was committed to Prifon, where hee lay 
with his broken pateand face, vnrill ſuch tirne as 


he hidgiuen the womana gyod ſumme gf nivite 


: NS: 0s SIIIEER:; C7, 
in compoſition fox the fappoſed wrong hee, tk 
done her. "J " Sa 
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_ of bichatred againſt all Firken-men. 


" A Fterthis, Flood becomming alittle kinder to 


£ Xpoore Ale-wiues, and viing much to reſort to 
a Cookes houſea Widdow,which often gaue him 
abreakfaft to ſtay his knauith ſtomacke ; where- 
ypon (as the Diuell is good to ſome body) ſothis | 
Flood ſtood cloſe to this woman in courtelie, and 
promiſed to defend her from all ations whatſoe- 
uer; forindced as then there were a couple of In- 
formers had her in chaſe, and by no meanes could 
ſheebee rid of them ; for commonly they came 
encea moneth to her houſe and gat mony of her : 
but it ſo hapned whilſt Flood was talking with this 
woman, that theſe two aforeſaid Informers came 
to her houſe, according to their accuſtomed man- 
ner, which F lod perceiuing.,and being alittle Por- 
ſhaken, tooke vp a broome-ſtaffe and fell a bum- 
baſting them, and being all together by the cares 
downe inthe kennell, Flood lf a cunning knaue 
allbegraueld andbedurticd his owne face, crying 
out they would:murther him, and by that meancs 
ſo; cunningly .vſed the matrer that his fellow- 
knayues were carried both to the Counter,, whilſt 
rang the third and worſt, eſcaped !tmpriſon- 
Ment. But now markethe ieſt.,as they were going 
to Priſon, there comes by a luſty lub cerly Firken- 
man, bearing out drinke to his Cuſtomers, a fami- 
liax friend andacquaintance of one of theſe Infor- 
mers thus beaten, & hearing of theſe wrongs done 


by 


Ste. 
Ko | Feb *Y 
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him, & ſoamongſtrhe tumukt of: 

away vnknowne, and leaues Flood behind with the 
amends'in hisowne hands, fecking for hee could 
nor tcll whoa 2/-wherevpon'in mortall hatred;he 


ſoughtreuengement againſt all Firken-men ; and 


for this ene mans ſake vow'd to bee a plague to all 
the reſt, and ſo-after that there could not bee a 
Firken-man ſtep ont of dores.,but hee would be on 
their iackes, e{pccially all thoſe that were forrai- 
ners, inſfomuch,' were hee but in the ſhape of a 
Firken-man, it was cnough for him to ſer his kna- 
uiſh wit on worke: by this meanes many of them 
were inforced to buy their Freedomes, to their 
orcat charges. ' Others, that were of the poorer 
ſort,hce with his cunning-fram'd Actians afrigh- 
cd from London. where they liued as. before in 
much Pouerty. TE OTeh 


Ps 7 -£ > i; Dt | 
How he troubled a'poore $hcere-grivder, for relie- 


uing bis one father. 


F Load ſtill following theſc/ pittilefle courſes, 
came vyponAa timeito.a Sheere-grinders ſhop, 
wherc heſaw a very poore Country old man tur- 
ning the ſtone, which: old man was the Sheere- 
orinders own fathcr,and.in loucto his ſanne cook 


that paines ro fave him frombiring onetodaoc rhe. 
ſame worke,all this F laed noted; and with a harſh 
| nding language, faid, my friend, quoth 

e ſobold as to: fet a Bar-. 


and: 
hee, how dareſt 


reineron'workc, SG Fload ſtands here . 
Ieths: D 2 


as 


by Floadfalls vpomhimand nioftbranelybebangs 
| 'gets him 
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25 a witneſſes I cell rhee I will makethee repent it: 
theſe, and ſuch like threatning words nor onely a- 
mazed the poore Sheare-grinder ,-but much grie- 
uedthe old man : but to bee ſhort,in queſtion was 
hee broughr, and cenfured by Orderto give fariſ- 
faRtion to:F/ood for his Informarion, and the old 
man was diſcharged from any forther labour ther. 
in; but lay vpon his poore ſonnets be kept in cha- 
riry : and thus was the cruclty of this Flood ex- 
preſſed to his ſhameand diſgrace. 


How his harſh and churliſh dealing canſed a poore 
Flaxe-maid to hang her ſelfe, 


Muſt not here omit his harſh dealing againſt a 
poore Flaxe-maid in London, who after the had 
ſerued twelue yeares Prentiſe, and wearyed with 
that ſeruitude,tooke ſhop for her ſclfe,and ſet yp; 
of which Flaxe-maid when F/ood had notice, hee 
came wvnto -her, from» whom-hee oftentimes got 
much money,and till ro buy. her ownequietneſle, 
(being not free but a forreiner) prouided til] for 
his cunning bribery, and had ſtill hcr money in 
readinefle, fo long, that intime ſhee grew weary 
of him.and not able to hold out any longer, ſhee 
reucaled itynto atriend of hers, who counſelled 
herco get her freedome; which fhee might caſt! 
doe; having ſerned rwelue yeares Prentife, whic 
.. counſel] ſheefollowed, and: was made free/of a 
worſhipfull Company.bur norof the City, which 
 wasthoughr ſufficient for a womans ſecurity to 
follow-Flaxe-dreffing:|; Hereupon Flood: perceis : 
e 1 4 | uing . 


uing his woted benefirs to faile, hammier'd in his 
knauiſh pate another trick of Information againſt 
her, ſo watching histime, hee eſpyed a Country 
_ Chapman buying a certaine- parcell of Flaxe of 
her,andgiuing her ſomecarneſtthereof, as Flood 
tooke- hold of by-witneſle, hee preſently rooke 
poſſeſſionthereof, as-goods forreine bought and 
forreine ſold, and recoucr'd them by way of Acti- 
on, which was a grcat hinderance both to the 
Flaxe-maid, and to the Countrey Chapman: bur 
robe ſhorr,the maid was ſtill haunted with the In- 
formations of this Flood, which draue her (as 
ſome reported) to fucha melancholly, that ſhee 
rookeno comfortin her buſineſſe, and as it was 
knowne afterward, ſhee hang'd her ſelfe in her 
owne'girdle : the cauſe I will not fay was Floods, 
but let ſuch as vnderſtood- the manner. of hr life 
and carriage, in diſcretion, iudge and cenſure 
thereof. rightly. 
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How Flood troubled an honeſh. man 
"him aguefin, 7 o 301146: 
OUSTED IO UFO LIGLITT OS; ; 
T Hedebauchedeariage 05 this Floed as ich, 
tharif any bur gazingly;logkt vpon bim, hee 
would be fur: rg picke quarrels wich Hpbyy: he 
_ Vſednothis ſpeeches' with-adniſement, 'this:Flood 
would take-aduantage on-bis wards,for the: lealt 
oceafion was ſufficient for him to: make an ation. 
of, whoſe troubleſome courſes are verified as fol- 
toweth :There was an honeſt-twan, belonging. to; 
Blackwa!l-hal,who as he ſtood inGuild-hall yard, 
Frw Ford come forth with a payre of Taylors 
fheares in his hand, of whom'this man demanded: 
what they coſt, why fellow (quoth F1cod)-in a; 
_ downt(h manner, Doſtthourhinke L flole them. 
Why no {quoth theorher yer I may aske a que- 
fon: A queſtion (quoth Flog) I pray thee what: 
artthou ?' I am a man (quoth he.) Aman (ſaid: 
Flood) I will haue money from theethen. Money 
from me > (quoth the ether) doe thy wortt, I care 
not forthce, and ſuch like were the words that 
paſſed berwixt them, and ſo they departed. Bur 
within a while after, Flood brought this honeſt 
man in queſtion about the Statute for buildings, 
which was abour a little ſhop that he kept to ſell 
flaxe in, not, as Flood Alledged, ſo ſufficiently pla- 
£1 ſtered with lime and haire, of which he made ſuch - 
| a long declaration to the Courr, that he ſo puſled 
| - theman, thatheknew not well how to anſwer the 
| | ſame: andthough Fl#odlictle preuailed in his ſuir, 
T7 , yet by his harſh coring language,and foule on 


[ 


which he ſo clamoured againfi this honeſt man, 
that for quierneſſe ſake he was forced to giue ſore 
ſatisfaQion to be rid of him; I 334 


How Flood dereined an Officer andcinningly mae 
him arreſt his owne maſter. INT 


. F 7Pon # time this'Floed comes to cane ofthe 
"Y Tiries officers, andrels hin he hach a VVrituo 
ſeruepon a free-man for ſerting a torraigner on 
worke, of which this Officer was glad to. heare of, 
and thinking thereby to ger money, as hee had of. 
tefimes before ſo-done by #load, meanes , 20es 
with him ; where coming togerherto a VWorſhip- 
full Gentlemans of this Ciry,they found a foraine 
painter, new colouring the Gentlemans houſe 
wals, which Gentleman (to ſpeake truly) a Wor- 
ſhipfull Knight,though noc named, fecing F/ood 
x5 the other Officer in the yard, comes forth and 
demanded whar newes : Marry (quoth F/o9d) here 
is a Writto ſerue on your Yorſhip for maintai- 
ning forraigners, and thereupon giuesthe ſame to 
the Officer to dee his duty; at which the Officer 
lookes very blancke, confidering it was his owne 
Maſter on whom he ſhould ſeruc it, yer notwith- 


x 
- 


ſanding accordiug to his oath ſo done it was,aud 


his Maſter was forced to compound with .Fo94; 
who after tooke a pride inſuchtrecherous ations, 
making himſelfe merry at the Officer, whom hee 
had cunningly brought to arreſt his owne maſter. 
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- Of Floods m9 wr for 4 Dutch Chandlers bene - 
wolence to him lying of the Compitt,; wotf36! 1h 


His Flood, ivactingof many. of theſe his arch 

knauerics, was at length outſtripped by. a fel- 
low cunninger then himſelfe, and being over. 
throwne'in an aRion, and condemned in #rogng 
ſum of money, for want-of ſurcties was laid in the 
Comprer;wherelying in priſon in much necefſi 
ty,there was a Dutch Chandler;l will not ſay dwel. 
ling necrevato' Newgate, that.in pitty oftentimes 
ſent him much reliefe; as -mcat and drinke from 
his owne table both at dinner and ſupper, and now. 
and then ſome ſmall peeccs of money to comfort 
him, with an intent after his impriſonment to 
draw him ro his friendſhip, and that Flood ſhould 
be a truſty ſtaffe ro defend him from. all#nforma. 
tions that any other Informer ſhould haue againſt 
him, for commonly theſe Dutch Chandlers are 
much troubled with" thoſe kind of people , and 
therefore this Flaodhe purchaſed to make his pil- 
lar toleane on: This paſſed on, and many cour- 
tefies wereſent to himlying in priſon by the Dutch 
Chandler, which were all as butter melted. in the 
Sunnez for atter when - F/ood had got his liberty, 
and followed againe his former courſes of lite, 
this Datch Chandler was the firſt man he broughe 
inaction, and for all his forepaſſed fauours recci- 
ued athis hands, hewas the party hee made moſt 
prize of, 


How 
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Lood 1 $646 pn agairiſt a Tatierne. 
keeper of London, whoſe name 1 omit, came 


roga hb day.imScruice.time, andbronphr 


orch-wardens to his houſe, where finding 


| es: raking bing ate moctlRes 
gfirs6 : hinx-peeſtoctd > but 
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ou Maſter Flood, 1 pray yowbs bod 
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dtd pion; calledfdr:afticeotroſt nome 
which the plaine -dcealiv} Church-wardens well 
accepted of, and witha.l Flood being a hun 


fe "”, 2500 bend. le the fanie'ghrortbr Kerr. 
faft ; which being finiſhed; quoth Flee this 
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words Fleod grew a little 
cata Sos parihs 


Yeo F lpod bei 
| yon lu pes pe, 


time, and ener age tho ſhaders *much 
fauourcd the ſaid Taverne, 
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hadiavzcd noſe,j}a "very "abſent: mir, feb 
him brazerfac' d fellow 6'be- f& auda- 
cious:iri ſo.ceurrenty place as: Fae was, m_—P— 
Bacgfollow{quorh lr "hou noſc'Sir 
awwore(ter <aapt dicn'face- bepken x 

rich ſhow, which words rior onely datiited (Hr 
Cirizen, but made hign filenely paſſe | 
abaſhed: Bo eres ws and runn oo 
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| Howafter al theſe his trowbleſome courſes of life, he 
| Ss murther preſſed to death, ps 


Ne” -to come to the laſt period of his ſhame 
and deuilliſh manners, in an agony of wrath 
(furthered on by Satan)he moſt wickedly ſtabbed 
a Conſtable, and withall a Vintner both art one 
time, whereof the Vintner, after he had long lyen 
languiſhing, died as a man murthered by wilfull 

RR for which this Flood was atached, impri- 
ſoned, arraigned, and put totryall, but by no per- 
ſwaſions would he commit himſelfe to the Law, 
but moſt obſtinarely ſtood to the ſeuere iuſtice of 
the Bench,who according to cuftome, cenſured 
him to the Prefle,where he received his deſerts,b 
being bruiſed in terrible manner to a moſt fe 
death : whoſe execution was performed in the 
prefling yard at Newgate, vpon the 18. of 1an#ary 
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